[Lumbar puncture practice in case of hemorrhagic or ischemic risk: a national opinion survey].
Lumbar puncture (LP) is a common medical procedure for which no valid consensus exists in situations of hemorrhagic or thrombotic risk. The aim of this study was to identify the opinion-guided practices of LP at a national level. A national opinion survey on Internet. An anonymous questionnaire of 19 questions collecting information about the LP practice for patients with hemorrhagic or thrombotic risks. We sent 632 e-mails with the link of the survey and obtained 211 responses in six weeks. None of the responses was unanimous for any of the 13 different clinical situations proposed. Six practices were reported as adopted by the majority of participants, six by more than one-third. Reports of practices were highly variable, particularly for the minimum platelets count accepted, for the management of patients taking two antiplatelet agents or newer anticoagulant agents. These results underline the heterogeneity of practices and the lack of recommendations. The establishment of a clear consensus in this area seems essential to guide practices in the future. In order to increase the representativeness of our responses, the survey is still going on online and will be open for all practitioners who wish to participate (http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/hemopl).